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From your priest’s desk,
Wishing you all a blessed and spiritually
beneficial Holy or Passion Week. Hope to see
you in church for Holy and Bright Week services.
May Christ the Savior's resurrection bring joy
and peace to all and especially to our suffering
and persecuted Christian brothers and sisters in
Kosovo, Ukraine, Africa, and everywhere in the
world where there is a conflict and war disaster.
Orthodox boys who are 7 years or older should
serve in the altar. Before sending their child to
serve in the altar, it is important for parents to
explain the position, and that it is an honor to
serve and help the clergy during the service.
Parents should also remember to bring them on
time.
Our church needs your constant prayers and
support. Recently we have had many repairs on
the church roof and other property; also, a new
refrigerator was purchased for the lower-level
kitchen. Please be generous with your
Paschal/Easter donation this year and from the
goodness of your heart and means, please give
an extra donation for all the unexpected
expenses the church had to pay. Thanks
Blessing of Pascha food baskets and colored eggs
will be on Pascha after the prayer before the
ambo, towards the end of Liturgy, and we will
share the colored eggs. Traditionally eggs for
Pascha are boiled and colored red, but other
colors are also fine. In other Slavic traditions, it
is a practice to bless the Pascha Food Baskets
after the Resurrection Matins and Liturgy which
is right after the Matins. This is around midnight
when the fast and the Resurrection Services are
finished. Then parishioners can enjoy the Pascha
Food. However, Orthodox Serbs have
Resurrection Matins - Vaskrsno jutrenje late on
Holy Saturday and the Divine Liturgy is served
on Pascha Morning like other Sunday Liturgies,
therefore, we do not break the fast after the
Matins but wait the next day after the Paschal
Liturgy to break the fast. This is the reason we
bring Pascha baskets and colored eggs on
Sunday's Liturgy and enjoy the food after.
Our parish is in need of a person/s to bake
prosphora. Prosphora, holy bread for the
Eucharist, is a special bread that should be made
and baked prayerfully, with great respect and
solemnity. In our Serbian tradition, only older
ladies/men will bake the prosphoras, and we
should continue to practice this tradition. If we
do not have any volunteers, then the task will be
offered to any parishioner. Fr Alex is planning to

offer classes/instructions in our kitchen for all
who would like to learn to bake prosphoras.
Please let him know if you are interested
Sunday seems to be the best time to finish all
church meetings, visits and activities after the
Liturgy so we don't have to come again to church
until the next Sunday. For many people this is
the best solution since they live far away from
the church, and with their jobs and families,
time usually runs out during the weekdays. This
is understandable but we must remind ourselves
that Sunday is the first a day for worship, the
Lord's Day. If we can finish some meetings and
other visits after the Liturgy this is fine, but we
can not finish everything on Sunday! How about
the Holy Days during the weekdays, how about
the vigils and other services? Should we cross
them off and become merely "Sunday
Christians"? I don't think so.
With the celebration of Pascha, our spiritual and
liturgical lives are not done for the year! Even
though Bright Week is fast free and we celebrate
the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ for 40 days, we should continue to live an
Orthodox way of life, be vigilant and prepare to
receive the Mysteries. Every Liturgy the priest
invites the faithful, "With fear of God and faith
and love, come near."
The church slava celebration will be on Sunday,
May 1 this year. Liturgy and procession around
the church and slava rite will be in church. After
the services, let us all attend the traditional slava
dinner in our hall. During the Covid lockdown,
we could not have our slava dinners, so I hope
and pray to see many of you this year.
Baptismal Name, and why is it important to have
one?” Some of us who are of Serbian descent
received a Serbian / Slavic name at baptism.
Many Daisy's or Donna's were baptized Danica,
Bertha's or Barbara's are usually baptized
Bozica, Bob is usually Bozidar or Bogdan, and so
forth. Today we have many modern names that
are not really Serbian/Slavic, Biblical or saints'
names and in these situations, the priest, with
the agreement of the parents, recommends a
baptismal name to a newly baptized which never
interferes with his/her legal name. The
Baptismal Name is used in church at confession,
communion, wedding, and so forth. Some
parents and kumovi like a baptismal name and
some do not.
With joyous Paschal Greeting Hristos Voskrese

===================================================

Death Is Defeated
PRIEST LUKE A. VERONIS 2021

“Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is your sting?
O hades, where is your victory?”
Christ is Risen and new life is granted to all!”
The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ changed history forever. This event ushered in the most
incredible revolution that humankind has ever witnessed. The radical events of Holy Week and Pascha
give a resounding response to the great mystery of evil and death itself!
We can study human history and see much suffering and pain throughout the centuries. We can also look
around in our contemporary society, and although we see progress in certain areas, we also realize that
some things haven’t changed at all with the passage of thousands of years. Despite any technological
advances that have happened in society, suffering and death continue to exist.
This past year we have even seen how random death can be with the more than 500,000 deaths that have
come from the pandemic. Many people fear because anyone can get Covid and no one knows who will live
and who will die if they get the virus.
With the entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into the world however, and especially through His Passion,
Death and Resurrection, a resounding response has been given to the worst of all the evil in the world.
Satan and all his evil influence no longer have the final say in our lives! Death itself does not have the final
word. NO! Christ is Risen, and death is ultimately defeated. Christ is Risen and the devil, with all his
darkness, can no longer maintain his grip on humanity. Christ is Risen and the promise of a new life is
offered to all humanity, a new life beginning here and now!
As St. John Chrysostom said most beautifully, “Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has
set us free! Death and hell itself have been angered and annihilated!”
One of the hymns from Holy Saturday’s Resurrection Service puts it this way,
“Today Hades lets out a groan. My power is swallowed up! The shepherd was crucified but
raised up Adam. All I ruled over is lost; all I was able to consume in my power I have
spewed out. The Crucified One has emptied the graves. The sway of death is no more!”
As followers of Jesus Christ, we know that if we walk with our Lord in this life, He will walk with us
throughout the challenges and struggles of this life, AND He will walk with us into the next life. Nothing is
greater than the divine love of God, and thus, nothing can separate us from that love, including the evil of
this world and death itself.
As St. Paul writes, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Jesus who loved
us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing shall separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39)
As we celebrate these joyous holy days and re-live the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us never
forget the profound significance this event should play in our lives! We can and should live with no fear of
death! Our Lord calls us to be filled with the joy and power of His Resurrection. We should never

allow anything in our lives, including any unexpected or unfortunate event, make us forget
about the joy and wonder, the power and knowledge of Christ Resurrection, and the
implications it has for our own lives!
Last year the pandemic closed our churches and only a few people were able to celebrate these holy days
in church. As more and more people get vaccinated, I’m seeing more people come back to church. I hope
that this year I will see many of you at the various services, especially during our services celebrating
Pascha!
May we all experience in a vibrant and renewed way the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and live
each day with the Spirit of this Risen Lord dwelling richly in us!
Christ is Risen!!! Christos Anesti!
Krishti u Ngjall! Vertete u Ngjall!
Hristos a Inviat! Khristos Voskriese!

Schedule of Holy and Bright Week Services in St George Serbian Orthodox Church,
Joliet
Holy Week or Passion Week is the week before Pascha during which we commemorate the capture,
suffering, crucifixion, death and burial of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Please attend all the
services, fast, intensify your prayers and read the Gospel about the last days of our Lord before His
death on the cross. Receiving holy communion during Holy Week on Holy Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday and especially on Pascha is necessary. Pascha is the culmination of Holy Week and the
celebration of the Feast of feasts and victory over sin with the death of our Savior and our resurrection
with Him.
Friday, April 15 – Eve of Lazarus Saturday / Navečerje Lazareve Subote
Vespers / confession at 6 pm
On Lazarus Saturday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the miracle of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ when he raised Lazarus from the dead after he had lain in the grave four days. In triumph and joy
the Church bears witness to the power of Christ over death and exalts Him as King before entering the
most solemn week of the year, one that leads the faithful in remembrance of His suffering and death and
concludes with the great and glorious Feast of Pascha.
Saturday, April 16 – Resurrection of Lazarus / Lazareva Subota / Holy Week
Confession at 8:30 am, Divine Liturgy at 9 am
Vigil / Confession at 5 pm
Sunday, April 17 – Entry into Jerusalem of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ / Palm Sunday
Hierarchal Liturgy at 10 am. Procession around the church. His Grace, Bishop Longin will be with us.

Deanery Lenten vespers at 6 pm. Homilist Fr Nikolaj Kostur, dinner after the service in Social Center
Palm Sunday is the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious
miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.
Monday, April 18
Bridegroom Matins at 6 pm
Tuesday, April 19
Bridegroom Matins at 6 pm
Wednesday, April 20
Lenten Hours at 8 am, confession at 8:30 am, Presanctified Liturgy at 9 am
Thursday, April 21
Confession at 8:30 am, Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil the Great at 9 am
Matins and reading of 12 gospel lessons
On Thursday of Holy Week four events are commemorated: the washing of the disciples' feet, the
institution of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper, the agony in the garden of
Gethsemane, and the betrayal of Christ by Judas.
On Great and Holy Friday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the death of Christ on the Cross. This is
the culmination of the observance of His Passion by which our Lord suffered and died for our sins. This
commemoration begins on Thursday evening with the Matins of Holy Friday and concludes with a
Vespers on Friday afternoon that observes the unnailing of Christ from the Cross and the placement of
His body in the tomb.
Friday, April 22 – Good Friday / Veliki Petak
Royal Hours at 9 am
Vespers, unnailing of Christ Body from the Cross and the placement of His Body in the Tomb at 4 pm
Matins, Lamentation and Burial of Christ at 6 pm
On Great and Holy Saturday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the burial of Christ and His descent
into Hades. It is the day between the Crucifixion of our Lord and His glorious Resurrection. The Matins of
Holy Saturday is conducted on Friday evening, and while many elements of the service represent
mourning at the death and burial of Christ, the service itself is one of watchful expectation
Saturday, April 23 – Holy and blessed Sabbath
Confession at 8:30 am, Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil the Great at 9 am
Resurrection Matins – Vaskrsno Jutrenje at 11 pm
Hristos Voskrese Christ is Risen

Hristos Anesti

Sunday, April 24 – Holy Pascha / Vaskrsenje Hristovo / Bright Week
Divine Liturgy at 10 am
Monday, April 25
Divine Liturgy at 9 am
Tuesday, April 26
Divine Liturgy at 9 am
Church Slava Celebration this year will be on Thomas Sunday, May 1. Slava rite and traditional dinner
in Social Center. Please mark your calendar!

Feast of St George the Great Martyr is on May 6. Vigil/ confession will be served on May 5 at 6 pm.
Divine Liturgy on St George’s day at 9 am

Church Board President Report
Hello and Easter Greetings to all of my fellow parishioners. As we now hope and pray that
COVID-19 is fading away for good, it’s time redouble our efforts to greatly improve the business
side of our parish.
Your 2022 Executive Board is and has been exploring ways to come up with various revenue
producing events at our Social Center that maybe we haven’t considered in the past. Our 3
Managers have a voice in this as well, as do you. If you have a new idea for an event, please talk
to one of the Board members or myself. It is pretty much a given that waiting for the phone to
ring is a luxury we no longer have. We have to go and earn our business just like the previous
generations. As a reminder through Hall bookings, and the hard work and generosity of these
parishioners, the Social Center was paid off in 2 years and the Church was paid for in cash-no
mortgage! Although times have changed since then, we somehow need to recapture that spirit.
Personally, I will visit a reception at the hall here and there to get feedback from our customers.
Our Hall Manager will as well.
We have been very busy with several projects of which I’ll briefly touch on here:
Hall Carpeting-as I write this, manufacturer is 2 months late on delivery. This is after a special
meeting with them and the installing contractor. We are now told that the main part of the
carpeting is being held in the contractor’s local building and the balance, which is the stage
portion, is supposed to be delivered in a week and a half.

Church Picnic is July 17th and our major fund raiser. Please help as much as you can. Much
thanks to David Laketa for agreeing to Chair this event.
Brick Arch and Bridge at Stryker Ave. Entrance-Due to erosion and other factors, the brick arch
is slowly tilting to the east. Phil Rowe and I talked to various contractors and other experts.
Although almost all said to demolish the arch, we have used the option of 2 steel bars to prevent
any further movement and we will monitor to ensure that this works and is very safe. I must
mention that this is the brainchild of Phil Rowe and between him and Sam Starcevich, installed
these reenforcements on April 9th. Special mention to Matthew Prieboy and Steve Malinovich for
their assistance. The other issue is water diversion. We have quotes to divert the creek away
from the most vulnerable parts of our bridge. Phil and I are waiting for a couple of more
opinions/quotes on this issue. So far due to the above-mentioned parishioners, we have saved
our parish thousands of dollars. But eventually this whole area will need to be addressed and
rebuilt.
I have interviewed the excellent candidate for Hall Maintenance Superintendent. Jack Book Jr.
wrote up a 2-page job description and it is excellent. Thanks again Jack. However, at this time,
that paying position has been tabled until increased revenues can justify adding another paying
position.
We will begin to contact concrete driveway contractors and even asphalt contractors soon to
begin the long process of ascertaining how to repair/replace sections or all of the concrete on the
parking area and driveways on the church side of our property.
Once again to emphasize, we need increased revenue through Social Center events as the bills
don’t stop just because bookings are down. Between a new downstairs refrigerator and
authorizing a contractor to inspect and repair any leaks on our church dome, we spent very close
to $10,000 last week.
I hope my next report is much rosier as these are the times we should celebrate.
So, Easter greetings to all of you, from my family to yours. Christ is Risen!
Sincerely,
Dan Dorsey, Church Board President

NEWS FROM ST GEORGE EXECUTIVE CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD
Spring 2022
Hall Improvements – The final major update for the hall is installation of the new carpeting.
Unfortunately, delivery of the carpeting was delayed due to some factory production issues. We
expect installation to be in 2Q22. Once the carpeting is installed, the additional chair rail will be
placed around the stage.
The board approved installation of an ATM for parishioners and hall patrons. The ATM was installed
in the upper-level bar area and is now ready for use.

A new refrigerator for the lower-level kitchen was purchased as the original frig finally stopped
working.
Donations - The Church Board approved Christmas donations of $100 to the New Carlisle Monastery,
$500 to St Sava Monastery and $125 to the IOCC.
Hall Manager Position –Melissa Cora applied for and was approved as our new Hall Manager. We
are grateful for her desire to take on this role and appreciate her enthusiasm to promote our facility
and generate more business for the hall. Many thanks to Tana Petrich, our outgoing Hall Manager, for
her great efforts over three years to improve our facility and professionally and passionately manage
the hall during the challenging times of COVID.
New Church Members - The Church Board approved and welcomes our newest Church members,
Christina Katic and Vesna Cuevas.
Fundraisers - The board approved 8 fish frys to be held during Lent along with a St Patrick’s Day
Celebration for the Joliet community.
SerbFest 2022 – St Joe’s Park will allow picnics again this year. Therefore, the board is planning for a
real, in-person SerbFest this year. The date will be July 17 th. More info to follow as to how you can
help.
Church Property Repairs – The board approved roof repairs to the church around the main dome
and cross. This will begin shortly.
Also, infrastructure and erosion issues at the Stryker entrance are causing problems with the gate and
arch. The board is talking to several engineering companies to understand our options to
economically remedy the problem.
The board will look at possible options to make incremental repairs to the church driveway and
apron.
Investigation will also be done to determine why all the church bells are not working.
Palm Sunday – We are fortunate that Bishop Longin will visit our parish on Palm Sunday. He will be
with us for the Liturgy, the evening Vesper service and the dinner which follows.
As a reminder, we will need assistance at the end of the meal to help with cleanup. Please stay a bit
longer and volunteer your time at the end of the evening.
As a reminder to all, if you cannot attend church services, please mail in your donation or use PayPal
as a means to electronically send your donation to St George. Look for stgeorgejoliet@gmail.com on
PayPal.
And to all of you Amazon shoppers, remember that every purchase you make can generate money for
your church. Go to smile.amazon.com. and select St George Serbian Orthodox Church, Joliet, IL. A
small percentage of your purchases will go to our parish. Every little bit helps!
The St George Church Board hopes your Lenten journey is fruitful and spiritual.
Christ Is Risen! Indeed, He Is Risen!

Christ’s Passion Overcomes Death
When Christians talk about death, they
don’t do so with pessimism, they aren’t
resigned to it, they don’t think it natural.
They see it principally as an enemy which
must be defeated through Christ. ‘The last
enemy to be destroyed is death, (I Cor. 15,
26); ‘The Word became flesh’ (Jn. 1, 14);
‘that he might destroy him who holds the
dominion of death, that is, the devil’
(Heb. 2, 14).
God became a human person in order to destroy
death and sin and to defeat the devil. Christ
assumed a mortal body, one that was subject to
suffering, in order to overcome death in His own
body. Through His crucifixion and resurrection,
He defeated death and gave us the opportunity
to be united with Him, to overcome death
ourselves in our own life. So after the
incarnation of God the Word, death changes for
Christians, both as regards name and
orientation: it is no longer called death, but

dormition and it becomes a bridge towards life
eternal. The faithful cross over ‘from death to
life’ (Jn. 5, 24).
Saint Nikodimos the Athonite advises us not to
forget that ‘death is such a sudden thief that you
never know when it is coming on your account.
It may be this very day, this hour, this moment.
You may wake up well, yet not get through to the
evening; and you who’ve arrived at the evening
may not wake up in the morning… So think on
these things and say to yourself: ‘If I’m to die,
and perhaps by sudden death, what will become
of me, wretch that I am? What good will it do me
then, if I enjoy all the pleasures of the world?…
Get behind me, Satan and bad thoughts. I don’t
want to listen to you trying to make me sin’.
According to the Fathers and the experience of
the Church, the departed, especially those who
have died suddenly, benefit greatly from
memorial services, forty liturgies, prayers, alms
and our own Christian life, so long as it reflects
as light on their own souls.

ST. GEORGE KOLO NEWS
Spring 2022
Kolo held our annual meeting in February and elected new officers for 2022.
They are: President - Susan Kljaich,
Vice-President – Protinica Gordana Bugarin
Treasurer – Nadine Paukstys
Secretary – Danielle Serdar
Thanks to Protinica for serving as Pres and Susan Roach for being our VP. Your efforts were so very
much appreciated.
Fish Frys – Thanks to all our sisters who worked at the church fish frys and baked or brought pastries to
sell.
Palm Sunday – After Vesper services, a meal will be provided to those in attendance. We need sisters
to help serve food during the event and help clean up after the meal. We also need sisters to bake
Lenten desserts. Please email or call Susan Kljaich if you can help in any way.
Easter – Don’t forget, we need sisters and interested parishioners to bring colored eggs on Easter.
These will be distributed to all attending the Liturgy.
Flowers for Easter – Over the course of many weeks and months, sisters and parishioners made
monetary donations to the Kolo Flower Fund. This allows flowers to be purchased regularly to beautify
the inside of the church. For the upcoming holidays, Kolo will purchase flowers from the Joliet Junior

College Greenhouse. For Palm Sunday and Good Friday/Easter we will support the school by getting
lilies and tulips from their greenhouse. When we are done using these flowers in church, Kolo plans to
plant these bulbs around the outside the church. We can hopefully enjoy these for many years.
Kolo also purchased lilies to decorate the St Sava Monastery for Easter.
Kolo Anniversary Luncheon – Kolo celebrated another anniversary in March with a potluck at the hall. It
was a spectacular array of dishes. We also had wonderful attendance by parishioners. Thanks to all who
prepared dishes and desserts and to our parishioners for always supporting your Church Kolo.
Cevap Luncheon – It’s baaaccckkk again. The date for this year’s luncheon will be June 5 th. Dine-in
and carryout will be available. Pre-orders will be required to make sure enough cevaps are made for all
who want to partake. More details will be available in the coming weeks.
New Members – Kolo is fortunate to welcome three new members. They are Kristy Kourkoumelis, Simka
Petrovic and Dawn Huss. Welcome and we’re grateful to have you as part of our organization.

A Blessed Great Lent to All Sisters and Parishioners!

Greetings from
S. S. S. Mita Topalovich Choir
Spring 2022
Hristos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!
Christ is Risen! Indeed he is Risen!
As our Pascha season is upon us, hoping all of you are remaining healthy and safe, as all of
us continue to work together to rid our world of this unforeseen virus that has affected our
lives one way or another. We continue to pray together as a parish, as we strive to get back
to our normal lives. And we hope to see more of our Mita members, young and old, making
the “trek” up to our choir loft more often… as you are always needed and missed!

2022 EXECUTIVE BOARD
We recently held our Annual Meeting and the following are our Mita Board members
for the 2022 year:
Kathy Petkovich – President
Stephanie Jakovljevic – 1st Vice President
Nina Starcevich – 2nd Vice President
Darlene Jovanovich – Recording Secretary
Michelle Efatoski – Corresponding Secretary
Nancy Cora – Treasurer
Alexandra Starcevich – Reporter
Sue Condon – Sunshine
Thank you to all Mita members that attended the meeting and congratulations to our new
Board!
2022 S.S.F. CHORAL FESTIVAL
The 80th S.S.F. Choral Festival will be held May 27th - 29th, in Monroeville, PA, hosted by the
St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church Choir.
Even though unfortunately, we do not have enough members to sing on our own this year…
We are hoping to have a few of us represent our choir, either with singing with one of our
neighboring choirs, or participating in the S.S.F. Mass Choir at the conclusion of the concert.
BABY NEWS
Blessings and congratulations go out to Mita member, Michelle Efatoski, husband Ertan, and
son Aiden, on the birth of their new daughter and sister, Sadie! “Princess” Sadie was born
on January 22nd and was just recently baptized in our St. George Church. Also,
congratulations to long time Mita member, Baba Susie Condon on her 4 th grandchild! May
God Bless Sadie and her family with love, health, and happiness! Mnogaja Ljeta!
ENGAGEMENT NEWS
Congratulations to Mita Member Eliya Prieboy and his fiancé Abriya Zeitz on their
November 14th 2021 engagement! A Fall 2022 wedding is being planned.
SVADBA… SVADBA… SVADBA… HEJ!!!
WELCOME
The Mitas would like to welcome our newest member, Melissa Cora. Melissa is in our
Soprano section and catches on to our Liturgy music very quickly and well! Nice to have you
and hope to see a lot of you in our “loft”, Melissa!
JOIN US
Please feel free to join us anytime! We are always looking for new members…
No try-out required… PROMISE!
The Mita Topalovich Choir wishes each and everyone
a Blessed and Peaceful Pascha Season!
Musically Yours –
Alexandra Starcevich
S.S.S. Mita Topalovich Reporter and Directress

Cultural Club Report
Our Saint Sava’s Day celebration may
have been months ago, but it is certainly not
forgotten. Again this year, our Saint Sava
celebration was held in our Church in front of
the iconostas, which contributed to a very
special atmosphere. Heartfelt appreciation goes
to our Kumovi for the day, Steva and Draginja
Lukin. Many thanks go to Draginja and
Protinica Gordana for preparing the beautiful
Kolac and Koljivo, and to all who contributed on
that special day. All of your help, along with
the efforts of our children and Sunday school
teachers, provided our parish with a celebration
to honor Saint Sava.
Before Great Lent, on Meatfare Sunday,
our Cultural Club and our ASSC sponsored a
Chili Luncheon. We thank all who attended, and
those who prepared the delicious dishes for our
luncheon. It was a tasty way to spend time
together.

I thank everyone who volunteered and
helped at our parish Fish Frys during Great
Lent. Indeed, many hands make light work, and
your efforts are greatly appreciated.
As Pascha approaches, please keep in
mind that donations of candy will be needed for
our Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 24th. We
will also need helpers to hide the eggs and assist
in the hunt.
We appreciate the parish support of our
endeavors. Please keep our bookstore in mind,
when in need of gifts for special occasions. New
merchandise has just arrived, so check it out.
Wishing you a Blessed Pascha with the
Paschal greeting,
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Nancy Cora
Cultural Club President

Today Is the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ
“Christ’s Ascension to Heaven is Also Our Ascension to Heaven”
METROPOLITAN EPHREM (KYRIAKOS) | 10 JUNE 2021

This sermon was originally given at the Monastery of St. Jacob the Persian in Deddeh on June 2, 2011.
“In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.
On this day we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ from earth to
heaven in his glorified body. You have heard about the event of the Ascension from the Evangelist
Luke and from the Acts of the Apostles, which Luke also wrote. In Luke, the event is tied to the
Resurrection, while in the Acts of the Apostles it comes forty days after the feast of the Resurrection!

In Luke, Christ appears to the disciples risen from the dead after a discussion of how is body is of
flesh and blood, but this body that is risen from the dead is separated from them. He leaves the earth
after fulfilling his dispensation of salvation. He goes to heaven, upwards, and the disciples return to
Jerusalem, as the Gospel says, with great joy. After that, they began to meet in the temple, praising
and glorifying the Lord.
What is the purpose of this feast and what is its meaning? Why all this salvific dispensation? The Lord
achieved in himself what he wants us to achieve in ourselves. The Fathers say that Christ’s ascension
to heaven is also our ascension to heaven. In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul clearly says
that our true homeland is in heaven with Jesus Christ, who is glorified unto the ages. Our life on this
earth is a passing prelude to true, eternal life.
This is the meaning of the Feast of the Ascension. We are called to grow toward the true homeland,
which is heaven, that is the Kingdom! Here we live by the Holy Spirit, whom the Church considers to
be the pledge of eternal life. This is the meaning of the monastic life.
Why did the monastic life arise? Because the monk always gazes toward his true homeland, to this
angelic kingdom which awaits him while he is on earth. He suffers, but he also rejoices that the Spirit
of God is within him, the Holy Spirit. He rejoices in having received this pledge from now on. As the
Holy Fathers say, we now live in our heavenly homeland. We taste this country ahead of time. We
have a foretaste and we wait patiently to go where the Lord Jesus went in glory and sat at the right
hand of the Father. And we will live with him forever, amen.”

Greeting from the American Serbian
Social Club ASSC

We would like to greet all of the Saint
George parishioners “Scecan Vaskrs Hristos
Vaskrse”
We are planning to have a luncheon in May
the last day of Sunday school, that luncheon
we will be having a meso (meat) menu.
Following that luncheon we will also host
another in June around Vidovdan. Please
check the weekly bulletin and Proto Alex
will also make announcements in church
Regarding the luncheon on the last day of
Sunday school, the ASSC will be giving each
child who has attended Sunday school and
is in good standing with attendance, a gift
card as appreciation of their hard work and
dedication for attending Sunday school for
the year 2021 to 2022.
As summer approaches, which I think we
are all anxiously waiting it’s return. The
ASSC President

American Serbian Social Club is planning an
outing to the Joliet Slammers baseball game
in June. Children who have attended
Sunday school are paid for by the ASSC and
anyone else whom would like to attend we
offer discounted tickets. We would like to
see a nice group of our Saint George
parishioners attend this event.
As always, the ASSC is an integral part of
our Serbian Church community along with
the other originations and we are always
here to support our church in any way that
we can.
Would like to thank our brothers with in the
ASSC, Mike (Misa) Cora, Petar (kum Pete)
Petkovich, Don Grubisich, and our newest
member Stephine Shimek . With a special
thank you to Paul Mc Gee who has helped
grill and set up, he never says “no” when he
is asked to help.
Thank you
Milorad Stamenkovich

Васкрсење Господа Исуса Христа – Васкрс
Васкрс – хришћанска Пасха (грч: Χριστιανικό Πάσχα) – највећи хришћански празник,
дан који Црква слави као централни догађај Христове победе над смрћу. Васкрсење
Господа Исуса Христа је темељ хришћанства: „А ако Христос није устао, онда је празна
проповед наша, празна је и вера наша“ (1 Кор 15,14), тј. сва вера и проповед
Христових ученика, а касније и сваког хришћанина, ниче из тог најважнијег
Христовог дела. На истини да је Христос Васкрсао заснива се и нада хришћана у
сопствено васкрсење: „јер као што у Адаму сви умиру, тако ћe и у Христу сви
оживети“ (1 Кор 15,22).
Дакле, Васкрс је врхунац хришћанске црквене године, празник над празницима, јер на тај
велики дан испунило се очекивање и жеља свих праведника и пророка од Адама до Светог
Јована Крститеља. Васкрс се зове и Пасха, по угледу на старозаветни празник који су Јевреји
светковали у пролеће, у спомен чудесног ослобођења из египатског ропства. У том смислу,
Васкрс је хришћанска Пасха која означава прелазак са Христом из смрти у живот, са земље у
вечни небески живот.
Пошто је Христово Васкрсење било у недељу, тога дана ћe се хришћани сећати и славити
своје ослобођење од греха и смрти. Тога дана је новозаветни празник Васкрс, а на тај дан
Црква пева: „Ово је дан који створи Господ, радујмо се и веселимо се у њему.“
Васкрс је покретан празник, који се увек везује само за дан недељни, и може пасти у
размаку од 35 дана, од 22. марта до 25. априла. Цела недеља по Васкрсу назива се Светла
недеља, а црквене песме које се тада певају, пуне су радости и весеља, певају се чак и у
тужним приликама, на погребу, ако би се десио те недеље.
Како је у прва три века хришћанства долазило до несугласица око датума слављења Васкрса
(разлика између синоптичара и Јеванђелисте Јована у погледу датума Христове смрти),
Црква је на Првом васељенском сабору у Никеји (325), донела општеважећу одлуку ο датуму
празновања Васкрса: Васкрс се слави у прву недељу после првог пуног месеца који дође
после пролећне равнодневице, и после јеврејске Пасхе. Иако је одлука ο празновању
Васкрса донета 325. године, тек је 526. године успостављена равнотежа између Истока и
Запада у погледу датума празновања Васкрса.
Код хришћана је обичај да се за Васкрс спремају обојена и шарена јаја, на којима се цртају
хришћанска обележја и исписује поздрав: „Христос Васкрсе!“ По предању, овај обичај
потиче из времена Христовог Васкрсења и Вазнесења. Наиме, следбеница Исуса Христа
Mapиjа Магдалена дошла је, после Христовог Вазнесења, у Рим ради проповедања
Јеванђеља. И када је изашла пред цара Тиберија, поздравила га је речима: „Христос
Васкрсе!“ и пружила му на дар офарбано јаје, а по угледу на њу, хришћани су продужили
праксу бојења и шарања јаја.
Васкршњим јајетом жели се представити очигледност Васкрсења и како из мртвила постаје
живот. Јер, јаје је само по себи мртва ствар, али под утицајем топлоте, кад се стави под
кокош, развије се у њему живот и излеже се живо пиле, које својом снагом развали свој гроб
– љуску, и изађе на свет – као што је и Исус Христос оживео и из гроба устао. Црвена боја је
боја радости, због тог радосног догађаја, и симболизује Божанску природу Христову; то је
боја Божанске љубави.

ХРИСТОС ВАСКРСЕ – ВАИСТИНУ ХРИСТОС ВАСКРСЕ!
Dates to remember:
April 24 – Holy Pascha
May 1 – Church slava celebration
6 – Feast of St George the Great Martyr
30 – Memorial Day and blessing of graves
June 2 – Ascension / Spasovdan
5 – Ćevap Luncheon
12 – Pentecost / Duhovi
20 – Beginning of Apostolic Fast
28 – Vidovdan
July 17 – Our Serbfast – Picnic at St Joe Park
September 24 and 25, 2022 – 115th Anniversary of St Nicholas Orthodox church in
Joliet. Many of our grandmothers and mothers came from that parish. The church
served as the parish church for all Serbian Orthodox in the Joliet area until 1928.
Most of our first-generation parishioners born in the US were baptized there and we
must support them. Mark your calendar now!

Pomens:
Dec 26
+Zorka Miller by Vivian Tadin; +Nicholas Ostoich by Genevieve Ostoich; +Cvita
Babich by Millie O’Leary; +Cvita Babich by Annette O’Leary; +Cvita Babich by Nadine O’Leary
and Josh Potts
Memorials and Parastos:
$600 +Nicholas and Genevieve Ostoich by Cythia Rushing
January 2
+Julia Jovanovich and Joyce Bauman, David Jovanovih and Paul Shimek
by Nancy Jovanovich
Memorials
$200 Donald Bosnich Jr. by Darlene and Radovan Jovanovich, Sue Condon, Anne Laketa and
Cindy Gosnich Family
January 7
+Rose Petrich by Dan and Vicky Dorsey; +Violet Enich, +Michael Enich,
+George Enich, +Julia Enich, +Jela Plecas, +Jovo Plecas, +Sam Plecas, +Iso Ciganovich,

+Joseph Enic Sr., +Stella Enich, +Danica Grabavoy, +Al Grabavoy, +Joann Orlovich, +Pete
Petkovic, +Leona Petkovich
Memorials
$400 Vujo, Anne, Joe, Delores Radakovich, David, Millicent Smith ,Bob Cleary, and Helen
Vuicich by Radadovich and Cleary Family
January 9
by Ely Grubisich

+Vaso Grubisich, +Eva Grubisich, +Betty Grubisich and +Mary Shorder

January 16
+Milorad Gulica, +Misa Grgian and +Dusica Jurisic by Steva and
Draginja Lukin; +John e Vaslato by Joseph and josephine Orlovich; +Rosella Petrich by Tana
Petrich; +Mary Basarich by Howard Grundy; +Nicholas Ostoich by Genny Ostoich
Memorial and Parastos
$25
Toni Suchy by Danielle Serdar
January 23
+Marija Basarich by Sofia Komacina Petees; +Nicholas and Beda
Nikolich, +Peter and Leona Petkovich, +Joyce Baumanand +Paul Shimek by Pete and Kathy
Petkovich; +John Hrechko and +Bessie Hrechko by Yvonne John; +Toni Suchy by Anka Laketa
and Family
St. John Slava
$40 Marty and Bill Seemann
January 30
+Joseph and +Lena Gioamini, +Paul and +Marion Bertucci, +Joseph
+Milka+JoAnn Orlovich, +Stephen Zegarac, +Sam and +Louise Orlovich, +Kimball Mancke,
+Nicholas Ostoich, +Paul Shimek, +Helen Olson, +James Shimek, +Angelo Barney, Joseph
Bertino, +John and +Bessie Hrechko, +John Vaulato by Joseph and Josephine Orlovich and
Family; +Gloria DiLorenzo by Joseph and Josephine Orlovich; +Lily Vulgaris by Ely Grubisic;
+Steve Petrich by Dan and Vicky Dorsey; +Paul Shimek by Gayle Shimek
February 6
+Beverly Douglas by Father Alex and Family; +Joyce Bauman +George
Enich, +Peter Petkovich by Pete and Kathy Petkovich; +Rada Lukin and +Ljubomir Dimitrov by
Steve and Draginja Lukin; +Lily Voulgaris, +Mary Ann Skoryi, +Milka Grubisich, +Nina
Vojovich by Ely Grubisich; +Beverly Douglas by Steve Malinovich
February 13
+Rada Lukin and +Ljubomir by Steva and Draginja Lukin; +Ljiljana
Voulgaris by Olga and Art Schumann; +Ljiljana Voulgaris by Joseph and Josephine Orlovich;
and +Paul Shimek by William and Dr. Jan Taylor; +Vidosava Stamekovich and +Paul Shimek by
Milorad and Deborah Stamenkovich; +Kimball Mancke by Dan and Vicky Dorsey; +Kimball
Mancke by Pat Mancke and Family
February 20
+Stojka Markovic by Protinica Bugarin, +Rada Lukin and +Ljubomir
Dmitrov by Steva and Draginja Lukin; +Eva Grubisich +Betty Grubisich +Kimball Mancke by
Ely Grubisich; +Vladimir Dulovich +George Jovanovich +Olga and +Daniel Kovalachuk +Mary
Jovanovich by Nancy Jovanovich

Memorial
$20 +Stojka Markovich by Goran Markovich
March 6
Howard Grundy

+Barb Barnes by Katy and Bill Harper and Family; +Mary Basarich by

March 13
+John l Pissinis by Joseph and Josephine Orlovich; +Dolores Malinovich
by Steve Malinovich, +Delores Malinovich by Millie O’Leary, +Delores Malinovich by Annette
O’Leary, +Delores Malinovih by Nadine O’Leary and Josh Potts
March 20
+Akilas Tolios,+Anes Tolios, +Michael Kljaich, +Michael O’Leary and
+Delores Malinovich by Susan Kljaich; +Akilas Tolios, +Agnes Tolios, +Michael Kljaich,
+Michael O’Leary and +Delores Malinovich by Frances Ju Arez; +Dragica Petrovic by Protinica
Gordana; +Paul Shimek by Gayle Shimek
March 27
+Rosa Kovac Perry and +Marie Basarich by Howard Grundy and Sofija
Peters; +Eva Grubisich, +Betty Gruisich,+Rose Kupresin by Ely Grubisich; +Stevan Petrich
+Nikola Pervan by Dan and Vicky Dorsey; +Jeffrey Lockwood +Judy Lockwood and +Anne
Orlovich by Pat Mancke and Family
April 3
+Danica Belfield by Jean and Chuck Panellar;+Janet Belfield and +Denix
Belfield, +Andrea +Maruen Popovich, +Maachaoui,+Jovan, +tjana, +Jamerson , +Talon
Popovich; +Ron Clngrai by Kathy and Bill Harper; +Anne Orlovich, +Judy Lockwood, +Jeffrey
Lockwood and +Kimball Mancke by Bob Orlovich
April 10
+Lynn Enich, +Joseph Enich Jr., +Dorn Johnston, +Helen
Johnston, +Michael and +Mary Bjekich, +George Tesla and +Danica Belfield by bill and Marty
Seemann; +Vaso Grubisich, +Dusan Grubisich, +Mike Grubisch, +Emil Kupresin, +Sam
Kupresin, +Nick Kupresin by Ely Grubisich

